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A Reflection on Woman’s Roles in Different Literary
Periods: a Case Study of ‘lzutsu ’ Noh Play
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Abstract

Most of the Noh plays were adapted from
famous literatures in the earlier periods (before the
Muromachi period), particularly the Heian period.
Izutsu (FF) is one of the Noh plays adapted from
renowned Heian literature ‘Ise Monogatari (&4
58) Izutsu Noh play was adapted a story structure
from the original literature. Thus, most of the story
is basically similar to the original version. Still, as a
result of a comparison between those two works, it
illustrates that the different literary periods has an
influence on ideas, perspectives and values of society.
It notably reflects on different roles of the woman,

who is a main character of the story. Based on the
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original literature, the main character as a wife was
lower than a husband (man). However, her role was
raised to become more equal with the man in the
Noh play. Meanwhile, the role of the woman in the
Buddhist perspective was also adapted by allowing
the woman to attain a cessation of sadness. This
is different from the woman’s role appeared in the

original literature which completely could not do it.

Keywords: Noh Play / Izutsu / Ise Monogatari
Muromachi period / Heian period
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