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Abstract

The research aims at studying what people
think should be considered as news values or news
elements during health crises and the newsworthiness
of each element using the reporting of the bird flu
crisis as cases. The research uses both qualitative and
quantitative methods. First, the researcher interviewed
various groups of people to compile what these groups
viewed as the characteristics of the information and
the stories that were worth reporting. The respondents
include experts on crises, government personnel, the
press and general public, 44 expressed their opinion
on the coverage of on the bird flu crisis. Next, the
researcher conducted a survey, asking 508 respondents
from the above four groups to react with the news
elements compiled from the depth-interview. The data
were analyzed using descriptive and inferential statistics
including the exploratory factor analyses and One-way
ANOVA. For the bird flu crisis, the 9 news elements
that the respondents considered worth reporting are (1)
knowledge of the disease (2) risk (3) problem solving
by the government (4) daily events (5) local wisdom
(6) remedy (7) impacts (8) the background of the
disease and (9) conflicts. Regarding the information
characteristics the analysis yielded two factors related
to timeliness, 2 factor related exhaustiveness, 1 factor
related to supporting evidence, four factors related to
the appropriateness of the sources and three factors
related to the origin of the sources.
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