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Abstract

The Royal Development Projects in the Southern Border Provinces of Thailand between
1978 and 1981 were base on the notion that popular poverty significantly triggered political turmoil
and violence in the region. This idea accounted for numerous projects that followed which were
intended to make use of regional resources in the most effective way to improve the communities’
living conditions. The projects embraced, for instance, water and land management, irrigation
improvement, peat swamp forest deforestation and drainage, cooperation community foundation, and
regional transportation development. The Royal Development Projects ultimately strove for helping
local residents have extra income occupations and introducing them the new mode of production
based on modern science and technology. Remarkably, the majority of these Royal Development
Projects were concentrated in Narathiwat Province.
Keywords: The Royal Development Project, Southern Border Provinces, popular poverty, political

turmoil
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