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Abstract

In the late nineteenth century, Penang arose as a major port-city of the Straits Settlements,
a group of British colonial territories and commercial centers on the west coast of the Malay
Peninsula. This paper explores economic networks between Phuket and Trang, two cities that were
part of Thailand but nevertheless closely linked with Penang. They were interconnected by tin mining
and exportation, commercial activities, and the Chinese diaspora who were transnational by nature in
both social and economic terms. Invested in and run by the Chinese, tin mining in this economic zone
constantly grew from the 1910s until its end in the 1980s. Whereas tin mines in Phuket and Trang
provided raw materials, Penang played a role as a location for smelting and exportation. This paper
also depicts the economic life of the Chinese in the economic networks between Penang, Phuket, and
Trang as well as the development of Chinese communities in Huai Yod, an important mining area in
Trang which serves as a key instance in this study.

Keywords: Penang-Phuket-Trang economic networks, tin mining, Chinese diaspora
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