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Abstract

This article aims to present an overview of the study of Thai history conducted in
Japan from 1868 (Meiji Reform) to 1941 (Japan entered W.W.II) during which educational
system of Japan was modernized. Also, it was the period when Japan was interested in the
region southwards and Southeast Asia due to various political motives. Since several Asian
countries had already become colonies of western powers, Japan then tried to expand her
influences over Asia to counter threat from the West. These circumstances had certain effects
on Asian studies in Japan including Thai history, especially the study about ‘Yamada
Nagamasa’ of Ayutthaya period. Japanese people believed that Yamada was a self-made hero

who became established like a monarch in a distant land. As his story fascinated Japanese
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scholars, it was studied vigorously then. Moreover, the writings on Thai history undertaken in
Japan during this period were also used by the Japanese government to support her political
policies as well.

Keywords: research on Thai history, Japanese researchers
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