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Abstract

This article considers the development of language policy in Burma or Myanmar’s
education in the light of politics of identity during 1920s and 1980s. By arguing that, since
the colonial period until the decline of the Burmese socialist regime, teaching language policy

in different levels was crucial instrument fulfilling state’s economic, governmental, and
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ideological goals parallel with the source of troublesome. The author emphasizes the changing
of language policy, the growth of the educational institution, and the context of the intellectual
movement in Burma relate to a politics of identity. By this way, it will help us to understand
the problem of policy enforcement and voices of Burmese intelligentsia that was the product
of state education.

Keywords: Burma, Language policy, Burma or Myanmar’s education
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Zar Ni. (1998). Op.cit. 45.
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uwnuwUn 19w nssaser llindenmnondussnuniefinsauasaiugnaed Insewizyads

Owen Hillman. (1943). Op.cit. p. 531.
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I5135m 109 a3, (2550). sgluwain. w1 158.

Aung San Suu Kyi. (1987). “Socio-Political Currents in Burmese Literature 1910-1940,” in Burma and
Japan; Basic Studies on Their Cultural and Social Structure. pp. 66-67.; and Zar Ni. (1998). Loc.cit.

Zar Ni. (1995). Op.cit. p.12 see footnote 2
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Nick Cheesman. (2003). “School, State, and Sangha in Burma,” Comparative Education Review. 39(1): p.
53

menaslasuiensis TuihgaunsodwnszsaiyganisAnulagnimualiiduinanansiuiesidnioans
d1A209LMENTITAEINGET?

Zar Ni. (1998). Knowledge, Control, and Power: the Politics of Education under Burma’s Military
Dictatorship (1962-88). Ph.D. Dissertation. University of Wisconsin-Madison.

Nang Mo Lau Rives. (1990). Op.cit. p. 150.; Mary P. Callahan. (2003). “Language Policy in Modemn
Burma,” in Fighting Words: Language Policy and Ethnic Relations in Asia. p. 151.; Wag 5% HeNTITH.
(2551). Aauvuna1: 71698216ua:35y3ulusd15u5ew. win 124,
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' Zzar Ni. (1998). Op.cit. p. 58.

2 sreazBemfisdalusag Nang Mo Lau Rives. (1990). Op.cit. p. 154-160.
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! Nyi Nyi. (1964). “The Development of University Education in Burma,” Journal of Burma Research Society.

57(1): pp. 32, 38.
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m’s’mLLamﬁﬁmuﬁfnﬁnw’ff,uﬁuﬁé’mﬁ’m.a:mmﬁw] 521319 A.A. 1946-60

Student numbers for 1946-1960

Year Rangoon Districts Total
1946-47 2,003 - 2,003
1947-48 2,305* - 2,305*
1948-49 2,386* - 2,386*
1949-50 2,183%* - 2,183
1950-51 2,849+ - 2,849¢¢
1951-52 4,058 - 4,058
1952-53 4,983 - 4,983
1953-54 7,023 316 7,339
1954-55 8,351 584 8,935
1955-56 8,968 699 9,667
1956-57 9,785 912 10,697
1957-58 9,991 685 10,676
1958-59 12,136 1,204 13,340

el Nyi Nyi. (1964). “The Development of University Education in Burma.” Journal of Burma Research Society
57(1): 33.
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