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Abstract

This study examines the effects of Western influence on the making and expansion of
Japanese imperialism. Japanese expansion was fueled with Western imperialism: Nationalism,
social Darwinism and racism. The effects of these influence on Japanese imperialism are
ideas of Japanese superiority and its civilization over other Asians. Japan’s expansion was to
bring civilization to other countries, like European countries’ claiming of civilization and the
white man’s burden. With many similarities to the West, goals of Japanese imperialism
included its security, national pride, resources for Japanese industry, markets for industrial
goods, and settlement of Japanese population.

Keywords: Western influence, Japanese imperialism
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