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Abstract

After moving to France in the middle of the 1970, Pridi Banomyong became
well known in Thailand again. Pridi’s story was interested by the presses and students.
Meanwhile, the conservatives and Field Marshall Thanom Kittikachorn’s government felt
dissatisfied with those acceptances of Pridi. This article is to study the political
conflicts between Pridi, Puey Ungpakorn and Sanya Dharmasakti, the Thammasat
University administration board, the conservatives, and the Thanom’s government from
1970 to 1973. The study explains that this conflict caused from some dissatisfaction
of Pridi who became popular among student activists. In addition, Puey highly respected
by students presented himself to be close with Pridi since he visited to Pridi in France.
Some Thammasat Universtiy’s students tried to promote Pridi by adding his story into
the Thammasat University Student Club Magazines, but they all were banned by the
university administrators and the national security officers. At the same time, the King
was interested in student affairs of Thammasat University, for example, King Bhumibol
paid attention to the problem of the course credit system that had just been introduced.
By the early year of 1973, despite his denial of being the rector, Sanya was named his
the second term by the members of the University council influenced by the Thamom’s
government. Many students and young lecturers needed Puey as the new rector. It can
be said that Puey bitterly criticized Thanom’s administration, and showed his close
relationship with Pridi made him reject as the rector. Also, Sanya was strongly trusted
as the connector between the King and student movement.

Keywords: Pridi Banomyong, Puey Ungpakorn, Sanya Dharmasakti, the conservatives
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