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Suntaraporn under the eagle wings : Occidentalism and Americanization

Suntaraporn band in the Cold War era
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Abstract

This article is to study the “ambiguous” position of Suntaraporn band in relation to American culture during
the Cold War. It aims to understand the band’s cultural relationship and modern music knowledge when facing
“Americanization”, which is a process of complex identity-changing interactions with the West. Through the concept
of “Occidentalism”, this article expects to open up and revisit the relations between “Thainess” and “the West” that
affects the process of classification, receiving, reserving, intermixing, copying and resisting influences each other that

came to define the “modern” in “modern Thai music” of Suntaraporn in the Cold War era.

Keyword : Suntaraporn band, Cold War, Americanization, Occidentalism, Modern Thai music
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