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Abstract

This research aims to study the state of concepts and knowledge of natural disasters in
Thai society, the relationship between concepts and knowledge of natural disasters and the context
of Thai society and changes and the effects of changes of concepts and knowledge of natural
disasters in Thai society from 1917 to 2017.

The study found that, concepts and knowledge of natural disasters in Thai society from
1917 to 2017 relate to the economic, social, political and ecological context. The first period, 1917 — 1941,
the concept and knowledge of natural disasters involves more scientific knowledge. There are more
clear explanations of the causes and importance of natural disasters, but not yet covering a wide
range of natural disasters. Initiated the government agency and textbooks about natural disaster.
Drought and floods are a major problem. Preventing and solving natural disasters often uses traditional
concepts and knowledge alongside modem concepts and knowledge, but modern technology has not been
used clearly. The impact is that people in society are still not alert and interested in natural disasters.

The second period, 1942 - 2017, the concept and knowledge of natural disasters clearly
related to scientific knowledge. But the ideas and knowledge of traditional natural disasters have
not been lost from Thai society. Explaining the causes and importance of natural disasters covering
a wide range of natural disasters. There is an increasing set of natural disaster government agencies.
Books and textbook about natural disasters have increased. All types of natural disasters, including
droughts, floods, earthquakes, storms, become a major problem, especially during 1994 - 2017.
Modern technology has been implemented in concrete ways for prevention of natural disaster
problems. The government has clearly defined policies related to natural disasters. The impact is
people in society are more alert and more interested in natural disasters which affect the economy,

society, politics and environment.
Keywords: Concept and Knowledge, Natural Disaster, Thai Society, History
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