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The Birth of Thai Folktale Television Films in the 1970s
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Abstract

The first television film or television movie based on Thai folktales concerning courts and
kings appeared in 1968. It was made by the Dara Film Company for TV Channel 7, 1% colored TV station
under the Royal Thai Army. Its emergence was due to the fact that the Thai film industry in the early
1970s which provided films for movie theatres came across the problem of quick production
regardless of quality. In addition, films directors were likely to wait in the long line before their films
were shown. Hence, certain film producers turned to produce 16 mm. movies from folktales for

TV broadcast instead. This was a business venture for them as they were accustomed to make films
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for theatres. Fortunately, the home audience made a good response to their experiment and the
TV film producers earned a good income from advertisements when their films were on air.

The Thai folktale film production for television made much headway until the early of 1980s
when the low audience became apparent. TV watchers turned to foreign movies or Thai movies and
also to Thai dramas made by video cameras. The lattest was more convenient and less costly,
in terms of production, than the use of 16 mm. filmstrip. Thai folktale television film producers;

therefore, changed their technique from using filmstip to video tapes in the early 1980s.

Keywords: TV films, folktales, court and king stories
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