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Boy Scout Movement in pre-revolutionary Siam is a subject matter that has been generally
overlooked in the account of political history of Siam. Yet, the fact appears that the movement is one
among early practices that was tailored by the absolutist state especially for the youth during 1910s
and early 1930s and the sovereign even undertook control of the movement directly. Ceremonies of
the movement were created with the purpose to form a bond of loyalty of its participants to the monarchy,
the state attempted to impose its activities throughout Siamese schools on nation-wide basis;
while at that time, the absolutist regime was heavily challenged and criticized by young people via

flourishing press. Thus, | propose that in such context, the Boy Scout Movement can be seen as
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a machinery of the absolutist state struggling with its dissidents by means of indoctrinating ‘the right attitude’
and a sense of ‘devout subjects of the king’ to the youth. Additionally, it is remarkable that some
symbols and ceremonies of the Boy Scout Movement from pre-revolutionary period were also aptly

implicated in political activities of the Village Scout Movement in 1970s.
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