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Abstract

This article studies the port-cities on the eastem coast of present-day Thailand, by experimenting with
the autonomous history concept. The results are as follows: the eastern coast port-cities’ society before
the 19" century was a part of the Southeast Asian world in the age of sea commerce. Because it is located
along the trade routes between Siam and other areas, such as southern Cambodia, the Viethamese coast,
the Malay Peninsula, Java, China, Japan, etc. The eastern coast port-cities in the past had cultural and
social diversity, with the foreign traders, pirates, and ethnic groups each playing their role in this area. It also had
relations with Siam as independent towns and regions not ruled by Siam. There the local elites and foreign
traders were the rulers and interacted with neighboring areas such as Cambodia, Vietnam, and China.
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