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city establishment in “Isanarea” at the beginning
of the 24th Buddhist century
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Abstract

This article aims to study the formation of the relationship between Siam and Isan area;
causes and factors that drove Siam to expand its power to Isan area; and Siamese policy on Isan
area at the beginning of the 24™ Buddhist century. The study reveals that during the 19" Buddhist
century, Isan area was politically independent from Siam and Lan Xang (Lan Chang) since they could
not expand their powers to cover the entire Isan area. Communities and authorities in this area
preserved their autonomy from external powers. However, internal conflicts within Lan Xang since the
23" Buddhist century forced some groups of Laotians to migrate into Isan area, while enabling Siam
to take advantage of Lan Xang’s instability to expand its power to Isan area as well as the Mekong
River basin until it took over there political centres of Lan Xang: Vientiane, Champasak, and Luang
Prabang by the beginning of the 24" Buddhist century. Under the Siamese rule, the policy of
expanding a number of “city establishment” was introduced in order to reinforce Siam’s power over
these areas. It reflected those crucial factors for Siam: first, by expanding Siamese influence to these
areas, it ideologically strengtened the position of a new group of the Siamese rulers; second,
an access to new resources and trade routes enabled Siam to economically extend its commercial
networks; and third, the consolidation of manpower and vast territories in Isan area allowed Siam to
gain a new foothold in the eastern part of the kingdom.

Keywords: Isan, Siam, expansion of influence, city establishment in Isan
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