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Abstract

This article was to study on the role of His Majesty King Bhumibhol Adulyadej (Rama IX) as
the Royal Patron of Modern Art in Thailand by dividing into 2 phases. The first phase was between decades
2500-2510 B.E. which was the first period His Majesty had patronized the Modern Art in Thailand and
it had contributed tremendously to the development of arts circle. Furthermore, His Majesty was also

taken roles in the National Art Exhibition by presiding over the exhibition including created work of arts
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for exhibited thereof. This had caused the National Art Exhibition widely accepted by public. In addition,
His Majesty also purchased artworks of some artists and granted a chance to a group of artists to
cordially provide suggestion on arts. His Majesty also helped to reconcile dispute among artists and
taken part in carrying forward the establishment of Modern Art Gallery in Thailand. The second phase
was between decades 2530-2540 B.E. which he patronized the artists to create Thai contemporary
mural arts as illustration for royal literary work of the “Story of Mahajanaka” as guidance of living to
his people. This has caused more interest in arts to people. His Majesty also supported the artists to
create Thai contemporary mural arts in accordance with the royal initiation in the Royal Buddhist Hall
located in the Grand Palace which was regarded as conservation and cumulativeness of Thai arts to
be carried forward more and more.

Keywords: His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej , Art Patronage , Modern Art in Thailand
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