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Abstract

Since 1959, the PAP government has promised to create a country where gender equality
and opportunities for women in education and profession have been encouraged. Gender policies
were represented as “gifts” the government provided to female citizen. This article argues that this
gender politics was conditioned in the contexts of Singapore independence, the separation from the
federation of Malaysia, and the nation-building project in which economic development was a priority.
The PAP policies resulted in an ideal of women determined by Confucian patriarchy norms emphasizing

on motherhood, which was an important role for female citizen, especially Chinese. The ideal,



128 15a15UsIRANERS 2562 JOURNAL OF HISTORY 2019

moreover, reflects a Confucian patriarchy embedded in the state and expects on women in three
aspects; (1) being a highly educated woman; (2) being a productive woman in economic system;
(3) being a good mother to children.

Keywords: Lee Kuan Yew, the People Action’s Party, gender politics, motherhood, Confucian

patriarchy, nation building
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Resistance in Singapore. Gender, Technology and Development. 6(2): 215-232. Michelle M. Lazar. (2001 For the
Good of the Nation: ‘Strategic Egalitarianism’ in the Singapore Context. L2 Phyllis Ghim Lian Chew. (‘I 994, March).

The Singapore Council of Women and the Women’s Movement. Journal of Southeast Asia Studies 25(1).
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