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Abstract

This article focuses on three important issues. First, the study of the production and
distribution of historical writings in colonial Cambodia. Second, the study of the historical writings in
the Journal of Kambujasuriya between 1926 and 1941. And finally, the study of the influence of the
Journal of Kambujasuriya on the distribution of knowledge and historical thinking in Cambodia during
the selected period. This article argues that previous research on the Journal of Kambujasuriya,
Cambodia’s first Khmer - language journal that was first published in 1926 A.D., mainly focuses on
the writings on Literature and Buddhism, whereas the historical writings in this journal have not been
seriously studied. The production and distribution of historical knowledge in this journal from 1926
to 1941, such as historical writings about the origin of Angkor Wat and the research on the history
of Cambodian culture, were an important effort by the French and Cambodian intellectual to
establishing of Cambodia’s historical knowledge, which had an influence on the understanding of
the Cambodian past and the appreciation of the Cambodian cultural value.

Key words: Cambodia, France, Historiography, Historical writings, Colonialism, Intellectuals
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