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Abstract

This research aimed to study history and the beliefs of the style of constructing and the
engraving 108 auspicious symbols on the soles their design and meaning of their sacred patterns of
the reclining Buddha at Wat Preah Buddha Chol Nipean, Oudong, Cambodia.

The result of the research found that the reclining Buddha at Wat Preah Buddha Chol Nipean
was built in 1540 by Somdej Prach Borom Raja I, the king of Cambodia who founded Longvage city
as the capital. According to the Mahaparinippana Sutra in Buddhist text, the Reclining Buddha lies on
the right side (Sihasaiya), both eyes close, left foot is over the right foot, turn the head to the north.
There are monks expressing mourning around. And the 108 auspicious symbols on the sole of
reclining Buddha image are similar to Sri Lankan tradition which were made from Chinalankara
Buddhist literature written by Dhammadatta a Sri Lankan monk in the 8th century. Most of the 108
auspicious symbols found in Southeast Asia have been made as there according to this literature.

According to the inscription number 315 found in Cambodia, the 108 auspicious symbols
on the sole of reclining Buddha had been presumably made in 1583 by Somdej Phra Rajamuni Bophit
the Buddhist monk from Ayutthaya. He restored the Buddha images on Oudong hill and dedicate
reclining Buddha image the cosmology of the three worlds that is the engraving 108 auspicious
symbols on the soles. The cosmology of the three worlds according called Thai characteristic. There
are symbols of the heaven depicted on the top of the sole, the symbols of human world and
underworld depicted down to the heel.

The typical characteristic of 108 auspicious symbols comprises three celestial worlds
comprised the Buddhist cosmology including 3 celestial worlds (Brahmaloka Dhavaloka and
Manussaloka), 7 celestial mountains (Sattaboripan) and 7 celestial ocean (Satta Ganga or
Maha Nathee Sithandon). There are similar to the 108 auspicious symbols found on the Buddha’s
footprint or the soles of reclining Buddha in Thai arts since Dvaravati period, for example,
the Buddha’s footprint at Wat Khao Dee Salak in Suphanburi, Buddha’s footprint at Wat Sri Chum
in Sukhothai, Buddha’s footprint at Wat Sala Poon in Ayutthaya and Buddha’s footprint at
Wat Phra Singha in Chiengmai.

Keywords: Reclining Buddha, 108 Auspicious Motifs, Preah Buddha Chol Nipean Temple
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