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Abstract

The purpose of this research is first, to study French’s aspects and points of views toward
Chanthaburi. Second, to study conditions of Chanthaburi during the period of territorial conflict
between Siam and France from French documents by using historical research methodology in data

collection from primary and secondary sources to analyze.
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The research shown that France realized the importance of Chanthaburi in political aspects
because of Chanthaburi was the city which contacted Cambodia where France wanted to occupied.
Chanthaburi was the proper area in setting forces and connected to the sea which were the strategic
port in Indochina region. Moreover, Chanthaburi was the center of gems trade and other products,
fishery and community. In terms of religion, Chanthaburi was Roman Catholic community for a long
time. France considered Chanthaburi as center of Christianity in East of Thailand. From mentioned
factors which lead to the conflict between and Siam and France Government. France government
opted to seize Chanthaburi as the tool in negotiation with Siam Government. For 11 years of French
occupied, Chanthaburi inherited French cultures and architectures.

Keywords: Occupation Chanthaburi French
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