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Abstract

This research aims to examine the evolution of Thai children literature written in the past
100 years starting from 2455 B.E. to 2555 B.E. (1912 to 2012 AD). The types of literary work include
picture storybooks printed in Thai, written and illustrated by Thai authors and Thai illustrators.
The publication of children picture books in Thailand began in 1912. A century of publication is a
sufficient period of time for the researcher to investigate the development of Thai children literature.
The researcher studied 1,145 picture books written for children of 3 - 11 years old, and printed since
1912 and 2012.

The study shows that the contents presented in the picture books convey three major
concepts in teaching Thai children as follows:

1. Virtue: to raise children’s awareness on morality, intelligence, discipline, and
conservation; and to live their lives harmoniously with others in society.

2. Beauty: to express their appreciation and feelings in arts, aesthetics, imagination,
healthcare, culture, traditions, study, learning, teaching, working and self-esteem.

3. Love: to express their love and harmony of people in the family such as parents, siblings
and relatives; love of nations, religion, and monarch; and love of people, animals, things and nature.

The study divides the evolution of children books into two periods. According to the study,
very few fictional books for children were found during the first period, which is between 1912 and
1962. Despite the fact that the number of books increased gradually by time, it was considered
very low. The printing and illustration of children books in this early period was in black and white.
However, the color printing using lithograph technique emerged in this period, at the time of
developing children books.

Children books were developed very fast in later period, which was between 1963 and
2012. The printing of children books was developed from four color plates to a modern four color
offset printing. The books evolve around stories that primarily aim at entertaining children and later
enabling them to clearly understand and being instilled with certain concepts presented in the books.
Among the 1,145 children books written from 1902 to 2012, the study shows that 620 books or
54.1% of them portray the concepts of virtue, 428 books or 37.4% portray the concept of beauty,
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and 97 books or 8.5% portray the concept of love. It can be concluded that a century of Thai children

literature, written from 1902 to 2012, focused on promoting the concepts of being good people in

society which is a core concept of developing Thai children to grow up and become good citizen of

the country.

Keywords: Children Literature, Fiction, Picture Book, Virtue, Beauty, Love
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