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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to study the effect of using rhythmic activities on
vocabulary learning and retention of Pratomsuksa 4 students.

The sample group was Pratomsuksa 4 students in their first semester of the
academic year 2008 at Wat Pakbor School, Bangkok. They were selected via the simple
random sampling technique. The research was carried out for twelve weeks two periods a week.
The research took for twenty-four class periods, fifty minutes each, excluding the test periods.

The instruments used in this research were twelve lesson plans, a test on learning
achievement and on retention of vocabulary, a questionnaire about the student’s satisfaction on
learning vocabulary with rhythmic activities, and an interview record form. The data were
statistically analyzed by mean, standard deviation and t-test for Dependent Samples.

The findings were as follows:

1. The students taught by rhythmic vocabulary activities gained higher posttest mean
scores than the pretest mean scores with statistical significance at the level of .05.

2. The student’s vocabulary retention mean scores after the 2 weeks and 4 weeks
experiment were not significantly different at the .05 level

3. The students had higher satisfaction on learning English after being taught

by rhythmic vocabulary activities.

Key Words: Rhythmic activities, Vocabulary learning, Vocabulary retention, English
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