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Abstract
The purposes of the study are to analyze the criteria and the strategies used in chilli
paste naming, the meanings of chilli paste names, and the semantic relations of chilli paste
names and Thai living and culture. The data are collected from chilli paste textbooks and informal
interview. The framework of the study is primarily based on Ethnosemantics. The results show
that the pattern of chilli paste names is HEAD + MODIFIER. There are 13 criteria used in chilli

paste naming, which are main ingredients, colors, methods, proper names, actions, types of
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food, places, characteristics, containers, vehicles, religious beliefs, side dishes and coordination

words. The strategies used in chilli paste naming are classified into 3 types: chilli paste

naming based on one criterion, chilli paste naming based on two criteria and chilli paste

naming based on three criteria. The analysis of semantic domains of chilli paste names

reveals that Thai chilli paste names are classified into 9 semantic domains:

food and

methods, colors, proper names, actions, places, containers, vehicles, religious beliefs,

and coordination words. The analysis of semantic relations of chilli paste names and

Thai living and culture reflects different ingredients, methods used in chilli paste making that

lead to different identities and uniqueness of each region and their local wisdoms.

Keywords: Chilli Paste Names, Thai Living and Culture, Ethnosemantics
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