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Abstract
This research entitled “The contents and meanings of dreams in Past and Modern
Thai literature” has three objectives: 1) To study the contents of dreams 2) To study
the meanings of dreams 3) To study the similarities of dreams in literature and in

“The Phrommachat” scripture. It is the study based on Past and Modern literature, using two
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tools - the 400 sets of questionnaires and a three-specialist group discussion. The data
analysis is inductive in line with the qualitative research. The study reveals that the dream is the
oldest science in the world. At present, the oldest text that could possibly explicate dreams is
“The phrommachat” scripture. It is found that there are six aspects of dreams: 1) love affairs,
2) offspring and pregnancy, 3) wars and politics, 4) holy objects, faith and omen, 5) causes
of dreams and the time of dreaming as well as how to lessen the bad consequences and
6) others. In reviewing 56 stories of the past and present literature, there are 25 dream stories
in the past and 31 in the present. The interpretations of the dreams in the literature and those
in “The Phrommachat” scripture show a 100% similarity. In six literary stories: The Ramayana of
King Rama |, The Samkok, The Lilit Taleng Phai, The Rajatiraj The Khun Chang Khun Phaen,
and The Nee Lae Lok, there are both similarity and contrast in the interpretations concerning
the dreams about parents, the dreams about gods, the dreams about fish Besides there are
22 dream contents not mentioned in the “The Phrommachat” scripture. It is worth noting that

the research in interpretation of dreams is a valuable culture dimension.

Keywords: Contents and Meanings, Dreams, Thai Literature
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