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Abstract

This research aims to study the process of manage forest resources of watershed
community and analyze the potential of community in forest management. Researcher have
chosen to study is Na- Chum hed Yantakaw district, Trang province. By using qualitative research
methods, and collected field data from in - depth interviews, the focus group, the participant
and non-participant observations and by researching relevant documents and reports. The data
was analysed and classified into related data. This study was based on eco-culture natural
resource management. This concept focuses on natural resource management in conscious mind
by looking on holistic approach not distinguish natural from human society. The study focuses
on cultural awareness, relationship of the community and the reason of community in watershed
forest resource management. According, the relevant agencies can formulate policies that focus
on community participation in natural resource management even more. Present often has conflict
between the government and the community. By the state have the opinion that the natural
resources was destroyed by community.

The results showed that villager’'s way of life in Na-Chumhed community had bound
with nature. Villager and forest had the interdependent relationship from the past to present and
they had attendance forests through a system of knowledge, wisdom and cultural beliefs of the
community. Resource management processes, with emphasis on the participation of villager in
the community. In addition, the community also has an awareness of watershed forest resource
conservation by looking at the importance of forest watershed that if the water would affect
forest communities that are further downstream. This study showed the potential of community
to manage watershed forest. The watershed resource management is the result of a multilateral
cooperation, both public and private residents in the community. They should take part in the
management of shared resources and integration of resources for sustainable forest management

and efficiency.

Keywords: Watershed, The Potential of Community, Management of Natural Resources
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