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Korea’s Moral and Ethical Qualities:

Characteristics and Instilling Processes
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Abstract

Korea has enjoyed its cultural heritage for over 5,000 years. It had been an independent
nation for a long time before it was invaded and colonized by Japan until the end of World War 1.
Because of Japan’s defeat in World War Il, Korea was liberated. However, afterwards, it was engaged
in a war dividing the country into two: the democratic part led by the USA and the communist part by the
Soviet Union. After the war, there was a treaty of peace which has divided the country at
the 38" parallel north into two countries: the People’s Republic of Korea and the Republic of Korea.
The Republic of Korea has developed three urgent policies to form the main foundation for the country.

1. The educational reform aims at creating and developing human resources to be resourceful
and efficient.

The educational reform began with the teacher’s incentive by giving the teacher a high salary,
with an appropriate ratio between a teacher and students. The government fully supports free
education for all students, with free learning materials and lunch. In terms of educational standard,
there is no difference between the urban and rural schools. Entrance exams to secondary schools
have been waived.

2. The economic policy places emphasis on saving by encouraging people of all walks of
life and all ages to save up. With the policy, the domestic saving has increased rapidly and
substantially. Furthermore, to address the problem of rural people migrating into the urban area
for work, the government started the Sae Ma Ul Woon Dong project, the philosophy of which is
“Diligence, Self Dependence and Cooperation.”

3. The policy to instill moral and ethical qualities is started in the family after the Confucius
philosophy. In the school, moral and ethics are instilled through a curriculum teaching explicit moral

and ethics.
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