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Abstract

The concept of community forest, which underlines the significance of process of local
people participation has been widely accepted and implemented in developing countries, where
production based on the forest resources, such as India, Philippine, and Indonesia. In accordance
with this concept, the forest is perceived as a valuable asset and belonged to local community itself.
In light of this notion, accountability in conserving the forest is not particularly narrowed to such
government officials or forest officials as it was in the past, but the locals in community forest - those
who gain direct and indirect benefits from the forest - are facilitated by the authorities to share
responsibility in taking care of the forest as well. In Thailand, the role of community forest has
become important for a decade, and the number of community forests officially registered with
the Royal Forest Department has been increasing in every year. This research aims to study
management practice, people participation and successful factors that allow Huay-Mae-Hin,
a small community forest in Lampang Province, to recover their dreadful forest and finally
accomplish forest conservation. Based on qualitative study, the major findings were highlighted on
1) the ability and practice of local community forest in applying their indigenous knowledge
or local wisdom to help the forest survive, 2) major factors that allow the community to achieve their
success, mainly include strong leader, local traditions and beliefs, community organization,
people participation, and the application of philosophy of sufficiency economy, and 3) The quantitative
study identifies that community participates in all activities, focusing on such forest activities as

forest planting, check dam building, and worshiping to the forest guardian.

Keywords: Community Forest, Community Organization, Sufficiency Economy
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