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Abstract

This research aims to study the music of the Karen Hilltribe at Ban Maesan, Amphor
Srisatchanalai, Sukhothai Province. General conditions of the community, elements of music,
and the role of music in religious rites which remain at present are examined. All the details for
gathering the data were specified and collected via observation, audio recording, video-
recording, as well as inquiry and questionnaires. The results of the research are as follows:
1) The general conditions of Karen Hilltribe at Ban Maesan community are developed by the
government and private sectors in term of living standards, transportation, education, and governing
bodies. Therefore, their living conditions were equally developed as ordinary Thai people. 2) To
analyze elements of Karen Hilltribe at Ban Maesan. It was analyzed by using New Year’s song,
(Songkran). The researcher found that the style of music was similar to Lanna music (Northern
Thai music). It was inherited by oral tradition without knowing when it originated. Nowadays,
there are three kinds of instruments which are used in ceremonies : the first kind is Chordo-
phone called Sueng. The second one is Idiophones which includes Ja-wa (cymbal), and Mo
(Kong), and The last one is Membranophones like Der (drum). The sound temperament of these
instruments is classified as Pentatonic. The styles of music provide the melody created by
both musical instruments and voices as well as the one with either sound. Moreover, there
are two features of rhythm which are Tempo guisto and Parlando-rubato. The tones of the
melody can be divided into three kinds which are Repetition Motion, Disjunct Motion, and
Conjunct Motion. The texture is Monophony. There are two forms: Unitary Form and Ternary Form.
3) The role of music in religious rites is revealed in a wedding ceremony (Ki-Jue). In grooms
parade, people sing and play Mo , Der, and Ja-Wa for dancing . There is a Sor folk music played
to guide the way for the dead in a funeral ceremony (Lae-O-Kho-Pa-O). In addition, Teenagers
also use this kind of music to flirt with the opposite sex. The tradition is thus succeeded from
the past to present. The Music of Karen Hilltribe at Ban Maesan reveals their way of life with
unity and helpful community. They love music like Sor folk music which can be found in their

important ceremonies. Singing is the most important identity of Karen Hilltribe’s musical culture.

Keywords: Music Hilltribe, Karens
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