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Abstract

The purposes of this research were 1) to survey and evaluate the potential of the tourism
resources and tourism management of the royal temples on the Rattanakosin Island 2) to study
tourist’s opinion on tourism management and 3) to propose tourism management guidelines for the
royal temples on the Rattanakosin Island. The seven royal temples were as follows; 1) Wat Phra
Sri Rattana Satsadaram, 2) Wat Phra Chetuphon Wimolmangklararm, 3) Wat Suthat Thepwararam
Rajaworamahavihara, 4) Wat Mahathat Yuwarajarangsarit Rajaworamahavihara, 5) Wat Ratchapradit
Sathitmahasimaram Rajaworavihara, 6) Wat Rajabopit Sathitmahasimaram Rajaworavihara and
7) Wat Bowonniwet Vihara Rajavaramahavihara. The sample groups were the abbots or the temples’
committee, the royal monarch officials and the tourists. The research instruments were a survey
on tourism resources, the interviews and the questionnaires. The results of this research showed
that all the royal temples have high potential of cultural tourism resources. Both public and private
sectors are willing to provide a full support on the tourism development. Tourists are amazed with
beauty of these temples. However, it is found that tourism services in most temples except Wat
Phra Sri Rattana Satsadaram and Wat Phra Chetuphon Wimolmangklararm do not comply with the
standards because stakeholders have different opinions on how tourist resources should be properly
managed. The guidelines for tourism development should be emphasized on:1)Thai fine arts and
it's architecture; 2) an act of homage to the Buddha and the sacred icons; 3) meditation practices
for mindfulness on holidays; 4) tourists’ appreciation from gaining the knowledge on Buddhism’s

history and its philosophy; and 5) service improvement especially infrastructure development.
Keywords: Tourism resources, Royal temple, Rattanakosin island, Tourism management,

Cultural tourism
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