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Abstract

The purposes of this research is to study the interrelationships between reality shows
in Thailand and the group of Thai people as well as the Thai community in the context of
consumerism culture of Thailand.

In execution, the researcher investigated the development of reality shows in Thailand
by emphasizing analytical studies in the case of the show “Academy Fantasia (AF): An act of the
Dream Catchers”. This is due to the fact that this show has gained highest popularity from Thai viewers
and has had continuous social impacts and roles in Thai society. In addition, the show, more than
any other shows, has brought about clear picture of gatherings of the group of Thai people. By studying
this show, it will lead to explanation and understanding of performing art through media. In order
to achieve the purposes of this research in terms of space and time, the research chose to
conduct analytical studies in the data relating to reality shows in Thailand by indicating the period
of time and the space for studies. The show started broadcasting to the consumers in Thailand at the
period of time in the year 1995 (B.E. 2547) until the present time. Moreover, the research studied
the data in time of the final round when there was an announcement of the show winner. Such study

was pursued in an attempt to understand the phenomenon. The research not only covered the studies
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of that final round, but also the investigation of activities afterwards such as mini concerts as well as
meet and greet sessions of AF artists and AF fan clubs, the investigation of which benefited in
behavioral studies of viewers and artists, as well as in explanation of the interactions/
interrelationships of the reality shows in Thailand and the group of Thai people as well as the
Thai community in the context of consumerism culture of Thailand.

The research results demonstrate that reality shows in Thailand brought about the
gathering of Thai community in the new meaning which differed from that in the old days. Notwithstanding,
the community originated from reality shows reflected the phenomenon of movements of people
and culture in the new world where the border of one community opened and connected to the
other communities with fast pace and with increasing variations of patterns. Such gatherings
showed multi-dimensions of backgrounds, ages, socioeconomic statuses, educational attainments,
occupations as well as sources of capitals, and yet had similar interests and “shared ideologies
or ideals”. Phenomenon of AF reality shows has appeared from viewing and consuming performing
arts in the new form of presenting “reality” through media. What appeared to the eyes of the
viewers were the portrayal of behaviors and reactions of actors in reality shows, which has gone
through the process of reality making from the production entrepreneurs. As such, it stimulated
sentiments and desires/needs of viewers as well as moved and yielded to the feelings of likes and
craves. As a result of such stimulations, the viewers were pulled onto the stage of attachments
to those reality show actors, seeing them as asylum for souls and center of gatherings. Such phenomenon
resulted in the community building which occurred by shared imaginations of actors, viewers
and entrepreneurs. It is to note that entrepreneurs were the main factor in consuming processes
for every component of reality shows. Such phenomenon was realized as Thai culture in the
context of consumerism culture which has spread its realm of consumerism society through

imaginations without limits of physical space and yet through every corners nationwide and abroad.

Keywords: Reality Show, Performing Art via Media, Consumerism Culture
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