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Abstract

This study is a qualitative study which aimed to investigate the community rights situation
of Na Thap Canal Community, Na Thap Sub-district, Chana District, Songkhla Province through
in-depth interviews with community leaders, local government officials and groups of villagers in
all the 14 villages totaling 68 informants. Focus group discussions and informal observations were
also conducted. From the study, it was found that Na Thap Canal had been a source of important
resources for the community that resulted in the relationship between man and the river; humans’
way of life and way of the canal for over 400 years. Na Thap Canal had problems resulting from
the state’s negligence of community rights and those resulting from capitalist groups in the community
that affected important community resources.

Presently, the water in Na Thap Canal is critically polluted and affects the way of life
of people in the community as evidenced by native fishermen’s awareness in the decreasing number,
and extinctions of aquatic animals. These problems have eventually caused people to rise up against
the state’s projects that are coming to the community. Regarding the social movement types, it was
found that complaints were filed with government agencies and the last choice of fight at the grassroots
level was a demonstration to protest the project. However, the length of the demonstration was not
very long because of two important reasons: (1) the solutions for problems in Na Thap Canal were
not clear which caused the power of protest to become weak; and (2) the community still lacked
natural community leaders who were earnest and strong.

Amidst the critical situations in Na Thap Canal, the community has adapted itself according to
the conditions of each household’s resources. The group of households that insists in raising fish
in baskets have adapted themselves by breeding their own fish or change to raise the species of fish
that can withstand polluted environments. The group of households that own plots of land grow
vegetables and engage in rubber plantations, and the group of fishery households adapt themselves
by seeking methods that can keep their catch fresh longer because nowadays they have to go
further away from the coast for fishing than they did in the past. As can be seen, community’s adaptation
is a crucial part that maintains the community’s existence amidst the development tide that is
unavoidable for the community. At the same time, the government sector should realize about
community rights; perform project activities transparently by allowing the community to truly

participate in decision-makings; and adapt policy to correspond with the community’s way of life.

Keywords: Human way of life, Way of life of people along a canal, Community rights, Social movement,

Na Thap Canal
N
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