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Abstract

The objective of this research is to study the economic and social indicators of
community along Saen Saeb canal by using the philosophy of sufficiency economy. Also, this research
aims to analyze the economic and social strength of communities along Saen Saeb Canal using
the elements of community capital and the philosophy of Sufficiency Economy in the community
level. This is a survey research paper, which has community’s leaders and representatives of each
family in communities along Saen Saeb canal being population. The independent variables
are: 1) capital community classified into five elements (physical capital, human capital, social capital,
financial capital, and nature capital) and 2) the philosophy of sufficiency economy measured
in 4 aspects (moderation, reasonable thinking economic immunity, and knowledge and ethics).
The dependent variable is the degree of the economic and social strength of communities. Research
area is divided into four sub areas: inner Bangkok. (from Mahanak canal — Khlong Tan), in middle
Bangkok (from Khlong Tan — Minburi market) and outer Bangkok (from Minburi market - Nong Chok)
and Bangnampreaw district (from Nong Chok — Bang Kanag canal).

The study found that outer Bangkok has the highest level of human capital, financial
capital and physical capital comparing with the other three sub areas. This result came from the
easiness of in terms of access to necessary information and knowledge required, high level of
income per household, having its own electricity and water supply. On the other hand, Bangnampreaw
district has the highest social capital and nature capital, which are resulted from the long period of
people living in the community and the Saen Saeb canel utilization, the accurate density of
households, respectively. Besides, the research showed that inner Bangkok and middle Bangkok
have the lowest levels of human capital, social capital, physical capital and nature capital in terms
of education, access to necessary information, knowledge required, community traditions, duration of

living in the community, environmental problem and density of households.
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Considering the level of sufficiency economy in the communities along Klong Saen Saeb,

the result demonstrated that people living in outer Bangkok always apply this philosophy in all aspect

of their daily life: moderation,

reasonable thinking economic immunity, and knowledge

and ethics. Consequently, the high levels of community capital and sufficiency economy in the

outer Bangkok yield the highest level of economic community strength. However, this strength

could be developed. In contrary, the strength of the economic community of inner Bangkok,

middle Bangkok and Bangnampreaw district are similarly low.
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