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Abstract

The purposes of this qualitative research were to study the context and problems relating
to development of community economy, to find out the foundation economic culture, self-reliance
and community strength and to establish and evaluate the strategies for development of community
economy based of the foundation economic culture in the eastern area of Pathumthani province.
The samples comprised 33 distinct farmers, community leaders, chairpersons of community
enterprises, chairpersons of agricultural cooperatives and relevant officials. The research tools consisted
of in-depth interview, questionnaires, non-participatory observation and focus group discussion.
The statistics utilized in this research were mean, percentage and standard deviation.

The research results revealed that the majority of the informants practiced agriculture
which was regarded a long-lasting foundation economic culture. There were five problems affected
the development of community economy including 1) weakness of society and community, 2) lack of
knowledge of community economy system, 3) lack of motivation and value of a new agricultural
society to encourage farmers to practice this occupation, 4) lack of right knowledge of consuming
natural resources and environment and 5) lack of knowledge of using a proper technology.

There were six strategies found in this research: 1) Natural resources and environment
were developed for the most benefits of agriculture. 2) Motivation and value of a new agricultural
society and local culture was established so that farmers were bound to practice agriculture. People-
centered development was also emphasized. 3) Their knowledge was developed to promote
their potential for running business, producing, distributing and managing community enterprise.
4) Community sufficiency economy learning center was developed so that youths and those who were
interested could study and exchange their experiences at this center. 5) Surrounding factors
of system of community economy and society of the farmers were properly developed for present
conditions. And 6) Non-toxic agriculture was developed.

The constructed strategies were suitable to be applied for their agriculture, strengthened
the community in good balance and affected the sustainable development of community economy based

on foundation economic culture in the eastern area of Pathumthani province.

Keyword: Local community economy
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