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Abstract

This research aims to analyze lexis lists and intents used in the construction of elementary Khmer
textbooks in Cambodia. The results reveal 3 types of lexis lists: 1) naming for ethnicities and political
groups 2) action and stative verbs and 3) modifiers. The intents were analyzed under the Speech Acts
framework by Searle [1]. Three types of intents were found in the construction of textbooks: 1) command
intent 2) persuasive intent and 3) informative intent. From the analysis, it was found that the lexis lists and

intents found in elementary Khmer textbooks in Cambodia are important language mechanisms that imply
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the building of mindset that the government wants to implant in the youth’s mind. Textbooks are subtly

used as a tool by the government to shape the mind of its youth.

Keywords: Khmer Textbooks, Lexis Lists, Intents, Cambodia
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