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Abstract

Dialogues between Mae Phloy and others indicate that she is well-spoken: she speaks in
a way that respects others and makes them feel good even when she contradicts their opinions.
She spares her words with those more senior than she herself, using instead gestures to
communicate her continued but reserved involvement in the dialogue. She talks to her elder
relatives using intimate language that nevertheless conveys her status as a younger family member.
Even when she disagrees with her husband, Khun Prem, she never expresses explicit or harsh
disagreement. Dialogues between Mae Phloy with those of lower status or younger age still give us
a sense of respect and care for the feelings of the listener. Her dialogues indicate she strictly
follows the rules of conversation, politeness and social etiquette. She is a highly fluent user of

language, has good social skills and takes the occasion into consideration.
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