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Abstract

The objectives of this study were:1) to analyze an income and economic status
and also the poverty situation of the elderly in Chiang Rai province and 2) to examine
the factors affecting the poverty of the elderly in Chiang Rai province. This mixed method
study recruited 526 observations for the sample group in responding to the questionnaire.
The focus group discussion was conducted with the stakeholders involving in the policy
and projects for the elderly in the local community. The results showed that average income
per month was 5,670.25 baths and income from working was the primary source of income.
However, the major of the elderly do not have saving and also not prepare before entering
retirement. The situation of poverty in the elderly indicated that the ratio of the elderly fell into
poverty scale 29.47%, poverty gap 14.57%, and severe poverty 8.76%. The results also
showed that the elderly in the urban area held a lower poverty level than those in a rural
area. The initial elderly (60-69 yrs.) held lower poverty ratio than those in intermediate elderly
(70-79 yrs.) and terminal elderly (80 yrs. and above). The male elderly held higher poverty
ratio than those female elderly. The elderly living alone with grandchildren showed higher
poverty ratio than the other groups. The elderly with lower education showed higher poverty
ratio than those having higher education.

The analysis of factors affecting poverty by using Probit Model showed that
the influential factors for poverty in the elderly were low education and lack of preparedness
before retirement. The factors reducing poverty in the elderly were jobs after retirement, a number
of living children, household saving, and living in urban area. The influential factors for economic
inequality among the elderly were age, education, jobs after retirement, and household saving.

The guidelines reducing poverty for the elderly were jobs promotion for the elderly;
lifelong education for preparedness into qualified and skilled elderhood for employability readiness
to employers and entrepreneurs; preparation before entering retirement, promoting household
saving, and reducing unexpected circumstances for household having the elderly. Also, the
system by the government in reducing the dependent household members needs to be set up

for carefully monitoring and filtering these households which are considered vulnerable to poverty.
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