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Abstract

This study aimed to examine situation and patterns of desire for children in the future
and test association between characteristic factors and desire for children among married women
in Thailand. Data were drawn from the 2012 Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey (MICS4) which
was conducted by the National Statistical Office of Thailand. The total sample size is 15,661
participants and confined to married women in reproductive-age (age 15-49). This data were
analyzed by using descriptive statistics and analysis technique in Cross-tabulation and Chi-square
test. The overall situation showed that only 18.8 percent of married women expressed desire for
children in the future, with increased desire among teenage women aged 15-19 (44.1 percent).
Chi-square analysis result revealed that factors had statistically significant associated with desire
for children in the future included age, age at first marriage, current pregnancy, loss of child
experience, number of children still living, region, wealth status of household, and education.
In addition, the results of patterns of desire for children in the future indicated that married women
aged 25-29 had the highest proportion of desire for first child and second child (74.9 percent
and 50.5 percent respectively), and married women aged 20-24 had the highest proportion

of desire for third child and fourth (or more) child (16.8 percent and 9.8 percent respectively).

Keywords: Desire for Children, Married Women
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