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ORIGINAL ARTICLE

Dental Students’ Self-Evaluation on Their Community-Base
Experience in Dental Public Health Clinic: Using the Self-Reflective
Learning Log

Nathawut Kaewsutha* Serena Siraratna Sakoolnamarka* Kittithach Mongkolsiwa*

Abstract

The purpose of this qualitative study was to explore the learning outcomes of the 60 fifth
-year dental students, Srinakharinwirot University from their community-based education experiences
in Dental public health clinic as documented in the self-reflective learning log. The Fifth-year dental
students were assigned to submit a written reflection after their 4-weeks dental public health
clinic experience at Bangkok. Content analysis was used to analyze the student’s learning from
their reflections log. Investigators read essays independently to indentify the learning outcome
from student’s reflection log. The categories were coded by discussing among the investigators,
and then each category was emerged to themes. The results show that, five major learning
themes were identified similarly for students. (1)They learn to work together as a teamwork, (2) the
communication skill in community, (3) the community acceptance and participation in the activity

of community, (4) the problem analysis, (5) the plan to solve the problem.

Key words: Self-reflection, Dental public health clinic, Self-reflective learning log

“Lecturer, Department of Pedodontic and Preventive Dentistry, Faculty of Dentistry, Srinakharinwirot University, Sukhumvit 23,
Wattana, Bangkok, 10110
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