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REVIEW ARTICLE

Sectional impression technique

Tayatree Sakulthai* Teerachai Limlawan**

Abstract

The majority of dentists often face a difficulty when taking intraoral impression from patients
with a limited mouth opening or patients with microstomia. The impression taking process using
a stock tray becomes much more difficult because of the limited mouth opening. Moreover, when
taking an impression of multiple abutment teeth, together with the limited working time of the
impression material, a perfect impression is extremely difficult to obtain. The purpose of this article
was to review the method of sectional impression technique for microstomia, limited mouth opening
patients, and multiple abutments impression. In conclusion, the sectional impression technique has
several advantages because it improves the impression accuracy, reduces the number of impression

takings, produces less trauma to the patient, and helps dentists to work more conveniently.

Key words: Sectional impression technique, Microstomia, Limited mouth opening, Multiple

abutments impression
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Figure 4. Custom plastic impression tray sectioned into larger and smaller sections and joining
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