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ORIGINAL ARTICLE

Proportion of Unit Cost and Reimbursement at Thammasat
University Dental Student Clinic

Yosananda Chantravekin* Sitthichok Boonsong** Rapeepan Monaraks***
Suthep Muangsisied*** Salinthip Phakthawat***

Abstract

Unit cost analysis is the important tool for faculty administration. The objective was to analyze
the unit costs of basic dental services, including operative dentistry, periodontology, and oral
surgery, of Thammasat University Dental Student Clinic, as well as categorize each type of the costs
and comparing the cost to the reimbursement. The study was performed in June, 2013 using dental
DRG computer program, invented for calculating unit cost of each dental procedure. The data were
obtained from patient’s chart records and administrative records. Then unit costs were compared
to the reimbursements. Unit costs in this study were significantly higher than reimbursements
and those calculated in previous studies. The operative dentistry unit costs were between 849.08-
889.39 Baht, whereas the reimbursements were between 80.00-350.00 Baht. The periodontal
unit costs were between 1,150.48-4,769.06 Baht, whereas the reimbursements were between
100.00-300.00 Baht. The oral surgery unit costs were between 866.80-1,185.44 Baht, whereas the
reimbursements were between 50.00-750.00 Baht. The high unit costs were possibly because of
high capital costs. Results from this study may be used for faculty’s budget allocation, as well as

resource administration.

Keywords: Costs and cost analysis, dental informatics, diagnosis-related groups, health care costs,

reimbursement mechanism
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