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REVIEW ARTICLE

The Smoking Situations of Primary School Children and
the Dental Professional Role

Nathawut Kaewsutha* Wikul Visalseth** Sasiwimol Apiwat***
Dollaporn Thakolwiboon***

Abstract

Dental professional and other health professionals have played a role in tobacco control for
a long time. Regarding the close association between smoking and the occurrence of oral diseases
such as periodontitis and oral cancer, therefore, it is an important role of the dental professional to
prevent new smoker. Based on current data, it is found that the growth rate of children and youth
smokers has been increasing constantly. Moreover, new smoker tend to start smoking at lower
age and are exposed to cigarette easier because of the influencing from their family members who
smoke and ask them to buy cigarettes. This article is aimed to review the knowledge about the
situation and severity of smoking cigarette in elementary students both in Thailand and abroad,
causal factors that encourage students to start smoking as well as the activities and campaign for
preventing new smokers in elementary students, which will lead to planning and defining professional

dentist policy for holding activities for preventing new smokers in primary school.

Key words: Smoking, Primary school children, Dental professional role
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