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REVIEW ARTICLE

Gingival Displacement

Mali Palanuwech*

Abstract

Gingival displacement to create a mean sulcular width of 0.2 mm is an important procedure
with fabricating of accurate dies on which the indirect restorations are fabricated. Gingival displacement
is quite simple and effective when dealing with healthy gingival tissues and when margins are properly
placed a short distance into the sulcus. Nowadays there are 3 gingival displacement techniques
which are mechanical retraction, chemicomechanical retraction and surgical retraction. There are
numerous hemostatic medicaments that have been advocated for use with gingival retraction cords,
and some of these medicaments have been extensively used and studied. Epinephrine containing
retraction cords should be avoided because of their side effect to cardiovascular system. Laser was
recommended for removing excess soft tissue obscures the prepared cervical margin and can be
used with hemostatic containing gingival retraction cords

Several techniques have proven to be relatively predictable, safe, and efficacious. No scientific
evidence has established the superiority of one technique over the others, so the choice of technique

depends on the presenting clinical situation and operator preference.

Key words : Chemicomechanical retraction, Gingival displacement, Cord, Gingival sulcus

*Lecturer, Department of Conservative dentistry and Prosthodontics, Faculty of Dentistry, Srinakharinwirot University 114
Sukhumvit 23, Bangkok 10110 Thailand.
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