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Correlation of Knowledge and Behaviors on Oral Health Care
of Students, Dental students, and Dentists in Bangkok

Worawalun Hirunwidchayarat* Thanawat Kwanruedeerat** Ranyapat Mukngoen**
Suhattaya Likittanasombat** Sorasun Rungsiyanont*

Abstract

Nowadays, people pursue good health. Having good oral health is also a part of being
healthy. Good oral health impacts well-being and has a major impact on quality of life.

Objective: To study the correlation of knowledge and behaviors on oral health care of
students, dental students, and dentists in Bangkok province

Materials and Methods: The structured questionnaires about oral health knowledge and
behaviors were quota collected through 900 subjects, which classified by their educational background.
From the educational background, subjects were divided into 4 groups; 1) students in Sciences and
Mathematics Program from 2 senior high school, Patumwan Demonstration School and Prasarnmit
Demonstration School 2) pre-clinical dental students 3) clinical dental students and 4) dentist who
has graduated for at least 7 years but not more than 14 years. The data were analyzed by using
Kruskal-Wallis test, Mann Whitney U test and Spearman rank correlation statistics (p < 0.05).

Results: The result showed that there were statistically differences in oral health care knowledge
and behavior between the samples classified according to their educational background. But no
differences were found when classified by sex.

Conclusion: Knowledge was significantly related to oral health care behavior (p < 0.05). It
was found that there was a statistically significant correlation between knowledge and oral health
care behavior among clinical dental students, pre-clinical dental students, and students at Patumwan
Demonstration School (p < 0.05). However, there was no statistically significant relationship between
knowledge and behavior of oral health care among dentists and students at Prasarnmit Demonstration

School (p > 0.05).

Keywords: Oral health care, Knowledge, Behavior.

*Department of Oral Surgery and Oral Medicine, Faculty of Dentistry, Srinakharinwirot University 114 Sukhumvit 23, Bangkok
10110. Thailand.
**Faculty of Dentistry, Srinakharinwirot University 114 Sukhumvit 23, Bangkok 10110. Thailand.
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Table 4. Spearman rank correlation statistical analysis between oral health knowledge and oral

health behaviors of students in each populations.
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