UNANINIBINTT

1599NgNTALINLITE M: HANTSNUAD YNNUAY
LATHENY AN

SN3 My’ wag Msssu anthymw®

74 |
unAangs
o Ly a & < LAY 1 ¥

3ls 13eengnidednlse wmalumailuqanazliineedgiu “sannywdndnn
umaNIImMIADUihL wewndanseumuienny 15eengnidednlss m lagedunenalams
pangnd Uszida asmslfuazmimugy MINdIHanIEnDsolAsugAanas “Ian 1Ry el
n aaliifiud 1seengnddednlsz mianuvaavaeiaud hma 1 mul 51 o1 v ljands
a A o X o A = v =R 12 Ly a 0
151 wiadiluduaneiseswdoReundndudsia mImuan 13eengnsdeinlsy mluilagiiu
yomelFinguan sanuazlszidem asiflu vy endddiu douhdvdszmanziuani
AQUINEAIDYUUNANTIUMIINENA aTuaziAsHgal afal @ MIneulsumIaiuan 13eengnd
aednilye mindanguuaziudeya deazilalen Wl 1seengnideinlse musiaiiie
Usglomimamsunnd Jeulnumsls 1seengnidedalss mlumenifa yndwsnmilarni

IAsHIAINGEY IAN BUILBINIAMIA 1500NgNEREINYsy M

M A 150engnddeInliz M 131 Wia mamiden wiagnagring

'madniad aaginean asuazmalulad WInendusIsNe a3
AgN WP @5 MFEUNINIFE i INedeniiaa
*éﬁwufﬂiz U, e-mail: taweetham.lim@mahidol.edu



280 SWU Sci. J. Vol. 33 No. 1 (2017)

Psychoactive Compounds:

Health and Socio-economic Implication

Rattha Noorat' and Taweetham Limpanuparb?”

ABSTRACT

Use and abuse of psychoactive compounds have long existed in human society.
This review article presents multifaceted concepts on psychoactive compounds — mechanism of
action, history of use and control, and effects on the economy and the society. Current research
show that psychoactive compounds are diverse, ranging from sugar, tea, coffee, liquor, tobacco
to narcotics that lead to chronic health damage or acute death. The control of psychoactive
compounds in Thailand is primarily based on social and historical reasons. This may be out-dated
compared to western countries where the laws are based upon recent scientific and economic
evidence. Relaxing the control of psychoactive compounds to be flexible and up-to-date could
lead to myriad of opportunities: some compounds can be used for medicinal purpose; widely
abused compounds can be suppressed; and economic and social issues arising from psychoactive

compound trafficking can be mitigated.

Keywords: psychoactive compounds, narcotics, legalization of drugs
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