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Floral Morphology of Five Longan Cultivars
(Dimocarpus longan Lour.) in Thailand

Watcharin Jantawan!”, Theeranuch Jaroerkit!', Pawin Manochai!

and Yuwalee Unpaprom®

ABSTRACT

This research studied on morphological characteristics of five longan cultivars
(E-daw, Kohala, Biewkiew, Phungthong, and Si chompoo cultivars), which were induced to
flower using potassium chloride in November 2014. After induction, the longan took an average
time of 49-63.8 days to flower, and the flowers bloomed open for 26-36.5 days. From the study,
it was observed that an inflorescence had three types of flowers: male, female, and bisexual.
The sex ratio (male:female) differed as follows 9.4:1 for Kohara, 7.4:1 for Biewkiew, 5.5:1 for
Phungthong, 6.6:1 for E-daw, and 2.7:1 for Si chompoo. All 5 cultivars of longan had equal
numbers of sepals and petals, which consisted of 5 each. The sepals were brownish green while
the petals were opaque white, and they arranged alternately on the receptacle. The male flowers
from the E-daw, Kohala, Biewkiew, and Phungthong did not differ in size, but the Si chompoo
had the smallest flowers. The filaments of the E-daw and Kohala were the longest, followed by
the Biaokhiao, while the Phangthong and See Chompoo had the shortest filaments. Of the female
flowers, those of the E-daw, Kohala, and Biewkiew were the largest, while the flowers from the
Phungthong and Si chompoo were the smallest. The E-daw and Biewkiew had the longest styles,
followed by the Kohala. The Phungthong and Si chompoo had the shortest styles. When the
pistils were receptive to pollen germination, the Kohala had the widest opening in the stigma,
followed by the Biaokhiao. The E-daw, Phungthong, and Si chompoo had the smallest stigma
openings. Only the Kohala had bisexual flowers, which were only 0.2% of the total number of
flowers. This stady showed that stigma opening and size of flower might have some effect on

longan fruit setting of that was induced to flower in the winter time.

Keywords: longan flower pollen stigma
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