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Properties and Examples of Means for

Positive Operators

Pattrawut Chansangiam?

ABSTRACT

This article reviews significant properties and various examples of means for positive
operators on a Hilbert space. We use axiomatic approach for the concept of means. That is, we
consider properties of classical means, namely, arithmetic mean, harmonic mean and geometric
mean. In general, a mean for positive operators is defined to be a binary operation having four
properties: monotonicity, transformer inequality, continuity from above and fixed point property;
such properties concern order, algebra and topology. It follows that every operator mean satisfies
positive homogeneity, congruent invariance, concavity and betweenness. It is a fundamental that
there is a one-to-one correspondence between operator means, operator monotone functions and
Borel measures. Every mean has an integral representation with respect to a probability Borel
measure on the unit interval. Practical examples of operator means are trivial means, weighted
arithmetic means, weighted harmonic means, weighted geometric means, quasi-arithmetic power
means, logarithmic mean and Heron means. Moreover, convex combinations, transposes,

adjoints, duals and compositions of means are also means.

Keywords: mean, positive operator, operator monotone function, Borel measure
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uAadandnldgaianninidesy audsamsmmit 20 lastnadiam afidite s
nneviu soanlull a.a. 1969 finsAnmmainuuunng (parallel sum) “wiuimvindiiiy
manuuiueY (positive definite matrices) Fuihmauimeadiam asilFlumsliangisznias
Twihitivanowesa [2] SuhliiAauunAavesdadenuusiug wivuminddndn deannns
vanuuuvu “wiuddiiiumngannldgadnmlu (31 lfiAaunAnvesdade wiudh
fufiumaBanmanfigfsadiinsaiumeneioillvesdinds wiunminsiitunnmiuou

unanwiizndnie uiduaziethasegii 1dyvesdunds wiudsiunsis
vnuuligiigaiamielladvestnnudidou Tagldismain weluda “mal nanfe 1519z
finsan wifdagi @gvesmssuiunsmina wiudsiiunsdawanteden 1t
fasanhmmasiiniinfudzdddun dundviavada aundeisnada uasAadeinedn
i addlathemii uar adlatheiesifuiion wmiudumdelunsdialy wiuieiunsidann

Tuhdedallimvzadnieanuiiuguunsdudsuiiumsuulingiidaisa den w

aamde uddn egizthinfinsanduiionuvesdinis Nuiinsanhandglavada M

A A ' A s a_ A A o v v Ad va Y 1 A

maglsnaga uazandsaiuedin 1 wdlain lumden ™ inelliowlunsaimllvesaunde

WSUMAUIUMIIBWIN INnInanNImaEundan ey laeawzededims Niguuuwil

forilszrInmIngy MNATuMaABiamiiums (operator monotone function) wazinirosluLsa
(Borel measure) Tuide aesnzendiodeanden MAyvesiabiumgann

|24
'

ANNINUFIY

Glﬁ H <' °> Lﬂu‘lﬁﬂuaaL‘]Jwmuaﬂammmu’mmwau 5],1(1 B(H) l,mul,%mmm
SIS it anaiNauu H sasnifiuns A€B(H) %wﬂanmﬂu

o uiumnBan (positive operator) fdeliie A Wughamimumsyniulusy

(self-adjoint operator) uag (Ax, x) = 0 “wSunn xeH
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o sheuiumsiihanuiueu (positive definite operator) Ao A Sughenifiums
Banfimunfild e “ydavalie dail

o B(H)™ umusavasiduiiumanninludiavuauy B

o B(H)" umuzavesiisuiiumsiBanniamuauu H

o BH)™ umusavessniiiumsnishiunamiuewiaiuauy H

o R’ uMusAvOINIUILINTINAFUS
s BE)™ ifhuligiinnmesimileflad R™ Tnefi B dhinseidann (positive cone) 131
T nnafiowsuduvesidifiumanniilud A uag B uu H edussauma &l

A= B < A-BeB(H)"

sa a

anu “uusiliiumsiSeesuduing u (partial order) Tuvhusaidendu "wmsu A,BeB(H)™ fisnu
A>B <> A-BeBH)"

Tunsdliame A=0 naneanuin A WudmisiumsiswIn 1ag A>0 wiganui A 1
Fsmiumsniduunnuiveu

aav {A,), seilisusdnden A, ssnanhgidrluneneladideiauiiumsuyyisn
(strong-operator topology) Ffte1iie A,x quin | Ax (feufumeneladdldnnueiiun H) “wsy
w0 x e H luunanuiimsgiiazmnedimsgidilunewslad Behdufiumamudy miuday
A, lu BH)™ “gdnwal A, | A vinganud A, Wuddvan (Heufududue mvedn
fufiums) segidn | A imagldhaiavesdiduvesihduiumadunniigiingidudduiunaise
N

autiai Wayvesaunde miuddniums
mimds M miusdifiumsifannuuligiisadiin B femsdufiummima
M : B(H)" x B(H)" — B(H)"
(ffufe M(A, B)=0 “m3u A, B=0) i enndesiy sffvuedn widi "dyvesmsduiiums
Sandniindeamsiisasellil W A, A", B, B' e B(H)'
(M1)  arwdlumiien (monotonicity) e A=A', B=B = M(A, B) = M(A', B)
(M2)  wiifieaniusI1BauIn (positive homogeneity) ﬁuﬁﬂ M(KA, kB) = kM(A, B) om%"jJ“iQﬂ keR"

(M3) @ wmsuieuiadlnih (transformer inequality) ﬁuﬁﬂ oiﬂ%JiJ‘nﬂ X € B(H)

M(X* AX, X* BX) < X" M(A, B) X
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wvada a ¢

§oves uddAnTmINMAManshasltihddmsidendenumtonadlih 2]
(M4) anuduesmeld una (congruence invariance) ﬁuﬁ@ °1W%'1J1Qfl X € B(H) ﬁmwnﬁu’lé’
M(X* AX, X* BX)=X" M(A, B) X
fufle M Bussmeldmauas uma A — X* AX “wisinn X € B(H) imundalld
(M5) 21131 (concavity) ttufe “wun ¢ € [0,1]
M(A+(1-0)B,tA'+(1-1t)B') = tM(A, A')+(1-t)M(B,B’)
(M6) Anesoiilosandmuum (continuity from above) Sufe &1 A, | A uaz B, | B u&
M(A,. B,) { M(A, B)
(M7)  wijdidawa vise Nﬁﬁ@ﬂﬁl?ﬂ (idempotent or fixed point property) Thidie M(A, A)=A
(M8)  wiiinsogsziin (betweenness) ihifio A<B=>A<M(A. B)<B
TunmsdAnumindsvesmindviedisufiunslunsdiiill  “susaidesiinnsanie

S N G G SR S S S .
Amdsiuguinmian ldun mwdeiavadia (arithmetic mean) AndgeInedin (harmonic mean)
LazANAYIINIAAA (geometric mean)

AunAgIaYAdInYeIEIIIuMSI A, B € B(H)" fiennlag

AVB=: (A+B)

DO =

nauiunit 1 Aundoiavadinvesaauiums eandedt N (M1)-(M8) Gendniudundein

N 397 (symmetry) e AVB = BVA W5 A, B=0 uaz Nf “unsa (affine) ifufe

(kA + C)V(kB + C) = k(AVB) + C

W5yn A, B, C=0 uaz ke R

i Idlagasenniiom
Aundgarneinvesiasiums A, B € B(H)™ fowlag
AlB=2(A"+ B!

lunsdiii A naz B Wusainifiumsdanalag miew

A!B =1i£n (A +el)!(B+el)
ev0

HadRafenannasanlunenslad Badia iumsuuu gy
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NN 2 ANRAsIIsNEINYENA IR eaAdeNAY NUA  (M1)-(M8) §4n71iugs
oAAdeNAY NUA M@ 1iuAe A'B=BIA “miugn A, B = 0

fial it ol aifensndumadies (M1) wag sidend (Ms) glénnanade [4]
wifion  nsadi alldlasassnniomvesdundsaniveiin

[

mimdsisnadiavesidiiumadunn A, B e B(H) gmin uoifluadausn [5] il
A#B=max{T=0: (Tx, y)| < || A" x| || B"*»|| ¥x. y € H} (1)

oA 3 adananfinsanifisuiuduauun uveshauiiums egulsimuiinmdindneindes
Mm% deoan Ando [6] T@lliennvesduadesnadin wiudaiumagann A, B € B(H)
nmwnAuld aail

A#B = A1/2 (A—1/2 BA—1/2)1/2 A1/2

fomdananmnnn wfaniussmnivesdinasisnadn eeiieulvdelui
e A#B=(AB)"*1iio AB=BA
o X' (A#B) X= (X" AX) # (X* BX) “wiSuyn X e B(H) hwnfiuld

lunsdiii A naz B Wusasniiiumsdanalag miew
A#B =lim (A+eD#(B+ el (@)
e 0

Tuanidde [6] ldn avhilieuvessmasisnadialy uns (1) wag (2) 1 uyafiu

MINAYITNANAVDI A, B=0 sationlannnssuiumamsiaail [7]

A=A, B,=B,A,,,=A,'B,. B,,,=A,V B,, neN

o A

wldahaau A, Wuddvan nazady B, Wuamduiin mauns eagidlaeiainsuiude A#B
Tuanidde [8] 1o a9 A#B Aewamas X 1eawilfeIves umsinma

XA'X=B

umsnMAGInanInNAgegszuuly 1913amnsINIzIUAILAN

NQBYUNN 3 AURAYITVIAGINYONAIANTUATT BAAGNAY NUF (M1)-(M8) NG 19T
uuAe A#B=B#A “wmiunn A, B=0 uas nannsgaulud (self-duality) Wude “5umn A,
B> 0 9zldh

(A#B)'=A"#B"



13 winemn af ue i 31 atui 1 (2558) 211

fi ol i o wifenwdumades (M1) waz wifenudh (M5) ldananide [4]
"miu wid wnasi wildlagldanuinn A # B Aenamay X ifiewilafedves umsinma
XA X =B "w ulifioug wnsadl wildlasasmniiomvesdundaisnada [9]

1 d' d a 1 4‘ a Id d' =\ o o = a 4
Ammagasusiinuazaundsisnadmiuaioiis 1aglumsdnee umsveuunsng
Wsadimiiums lasimnaaduaiivluanide (4]

Ay HeansumafglBeaIaiiunsuazisasluea
1N NAYVOIANAYIAVANIN ARAYETNBNALAZAIRAYISNANN TNAAIAA AT
Kubo 1 Ando [10] Téain usiienuvssanadslunsainll wsudiaitiumsidauinaail

NHeNN 1 AURAZVDIRIMEIUMIITILIA  ADMIMTUMTNINA MU NNIUMNTITWINT
20AaINy WAANMTuMAUAe) (M1) 8 umsvideudadluih (M3) mizdeiiissnnduuy (M6)
waz NUAYAAT (M7)

“anan

o (M1) ilu WiRAIAUSUGY

o (M3) 1ilu widneIfUdudULazATAda (MIAD)

Y

(M3)
Ms6) il idingrdususuLaznenslad
(M7)

&) vad v o Pl A 1 o o0 A = LY~ v o0 A &
o (M7) 1Wu N‘]JGWI‘]N?’]”]JE],TTW]lﬂﬁﬂﬁ%‘ﬁ’ﬂﬂ@nﬂﬁLUUﬂWiLﬂU’Jﬂulﬂuﬁ’Jﬂ"lLuuﬂ"liuu

Tog wid (M7) wnsaunuinlddne uidmsegszning (M8) uwAnvesmnasids amanl wiu

a d A o/ o a =S ¥ a [ 1 = o ara ¢ Aa
mnIndvsedianiiuns wnsadnwldann [11-13] wwndadananinislssgadluil™a ‘i3
adla asieeulnst ([14]) TumguidauiumsSess umsvesdaauiums ([15-18]) uag
nMIveIIITIUMS ([19])

U A a U A 4 a 1 A a I 1 A a o
Andglavada Awdsesuetinuazaindssnadaiuaundslunnaaveglu-sula
Tumdedalinize mdednvesdndsdugi 1Ay

d‘ =) o o A d' =) g U s Aa o o a
iseaiie @ lunquiandsde Midsumaiiendadiauiiums (operator monotone
function) &elaimsfnmegaiiuszuulu [20] (gren 1361984 [12, 21] iindaniiosnn [20] 1
Mol
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unflonai 2 aidu £: R - R awBeaiilidsumaagudeiaanidums Adelile
A<B = flA) <f(B)

mIuAGIGIUMIBIWIN A uaz B uu H “wsunnlSgidadisa B luiil AA) Aeunagd
WeAswia (functional calculus) ¥4 0 A

wmuhleuly A < B = fld) < f(B) luasdin H = C Aeleulvvasiladdumaiien
(monotone increasing function) HUIBY AuRoUlvveNHsATUMAABIBIRIRITNATITN
ahildsumadsinmduiasinn dudeiiliidumaden ilsiisumafengiauiiums wu
flx) =2
2 \l d'
fedwn 1

1. #addu “uasanfienaduliifuanduilsddumadongeiduiivmsun RT (@ 0
Ialagasenniio)

2. fladdu flx) = x” WuiladFumadendaimuiiumsuu RT Adelile p e [0, 1]
Q‘I ) o o/ 2l
tu@e "miun p € [0, 1] azldh

A=B=0=A">B"

fofiviiili3enhe umsvedlaimes-lew (Lowner-Heinz inequality) 34 aviifluadausnlu [20]

3. fled#u fv) = (x- Dog x WuilsdFumaiendesfiumsun R luiidmiiow
£0)=0 nag A1) = 1 Taeldnnesoiiios (gmsi nideanusieiilu [22])

4. A% flx) = x log x/(x-1) WuilsnFumaifedeshsmifiumsun R” Tt
£0) =0 uas f(1) = 1 Tnel¥mmseriies [22]

5. flafdu fx) = [(1+x")/21" fuilsddumadondsiaduiiuvmsn R Adeidle
p e [-1,1] luiiidio p = 0 Tnel¥mmsderieddumsiiow [21]

6. wavesiATuMuAsNBIdITuiuMH widlameldmsuin mIgadieaai
ﬁvlmﬂuauuazaﬁmmqﬂ (pointwise limits)

A o % U d‘ 1 1 =} o/ d! 1 4! 0!/ = 1 U d‘ %
Ngui AgveIAImarnaN M UlvLUUWINdeniRMaNIEnINAIRaY  HeAdu
MAUALNTITINIUMST naziseslulsa fail
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nquuNi 4 “wisuudazaundy o sslilAsumaaguRiasuiiums f: R > R % f(1) = 1
= o/ = d’ o v
eIl ATIAE N Y

+

fI=Ioxl), xeR
A ;& ’ </ A A = O =
ENNINIUMST N o > f ITNAT NG I UYL

W U qQien 1359Wde [10]
WAdu f Asnan S iliAsugIuN (representing function) YeIAUNAY o

naquiuNn 5 “wiiuudazaunay o ssdisesanuheziuliisa (probability Borel measure)
= g d’ o v
wuy [0,1] INguNIBsIAYININ ¥

A oB= I (Al, Bdu(t), A B=0 (3)

(6.1
Inguiinsasanaruilusuiinsaluuidavestioaues (Bochner integral) uaz A!, B AsAunay

grsueiinarimmingiielay
AL, B=[(1-0A"+BT",  AB>0
uaz A, B o miv A, B =0 lnglonnseeaiiios
A & 1 I~ A < = & =
nIniums 4 o > w iiliAsurideniauyynag

W 1§ wifdvesandeesnelindranuinsindunguiunmsgiiiasend  (dominated
convergence theorem) [23]

WIBDT 1 ANNENEUATUNITOTAIUNY (representing measure) VIMINAY o

90 “ann
= d‘ 1 1A o/ 4! 1 4! 1 1 d‘ d 1
1. QAU 5 nanMims uBuUHiNdeniNsTHINARALIAZINITOTANNNGE
&) O A 1% S A 1% ¥ g 1 1 A '3 v v Y
Wulusa Wude dundauadondusy Husesainanldlasmmasuazinsesos “uiusiu
d' 2 o/ d. a d ¥ 1 d' £
mueuly (3) lumenduiuiemiinuses 19z wnsa Snamasldlasld as (3)
= d’l % Q‘/ 1 d' o o/ o o = a 1 1 a = o/
2. ngufunitligluvumilvesdimde miudauliumauinhedlugduinga (3)
= X Y 3 2 o v 1 A '3 a 1 H o/ 1 A
3. nguuniln aliiudsenu agvssamdsesnetinanimin lasanndulas
voaglupduiinfavesduadsilfisuiuusesainhiziulusa  Tudeduniseineiingi
wminiflumielass $19 (building blocks) “wiuandglan
4 d 4 d vi oo ¥ O !
NANQEAUNN 4 uasngeunn 5 azgldhiing ulnuurideninzinani
ddumaudendemauiumsuazmseianuhaziulusa Ineilsddunaznnsesdinaniianu
“niusiugail ([241)
flx) = I (1!, x)du(t), x=0

[0.1]
A A A v W 1 A A a o .
eauNnTanINaNABUTInIalaniun (Lebesgue integral)
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nquiuni 6 aundslag eaadevAy wUd (M1)-(M8)

i o ldmguund 5 iy wiidvesdnmdsesnetindrnimiin

(7] | d' o (74 \ d'
AIDYINN 'lﬂﬂ]u‘?li’)Qﬂ']lﬂaEl
2 |l d' U d‘ % . .
M9YWN 2 ARAYBA (trivial means)
AuRAYTANINEIE (the left-trivial mean) UALANRAYFANNYI (the right-trivial mean) 181y
MUMAVAI
wl:(A,B)|—>A, o,: (A, B)— B
iladdudiunuues o 1oz o, AelaAtU f:x > 1 uagiladdu g : x 15 x MUHAD BuFEIFIUNY

Y 0, WY o, AL &, waz &, mumey ((23]) aglunil 6, Aewmiyeslausn (Dirac

I
measure) N t BN Wsvudazisaluisa E lu [0,1] ae

1,t€E
6t(E) =
0,t¢E

2 |l d' U d‘ =Y = U 9(; %
fMeogen 3 aundeiminiou (Pythagorean means) uazgﬂuuumqumuﬂ
. d oA o a4 da . o v - d o~ s v
Aunagimliniseudsaaasndnly invesinadina assefimlni lu deasnlusa la
Usznaudneande 3 guuudail
r ~ A ’ & o . . . Iy K o a
o AuRAYIAYANNANUINUA (weighted arithmetic means) MYINYUA a € (0,1) HYIN
Tng
AV, B=(1-a)A+aB
Aundsiifiladsudumni f(x) = 1- a+ax nazusesiunude (1-q)d,+as, [23]
o ANuRAYIITHDINANININIA (weighted harmonic means) YN € (0,1) NN
Tng
AlyB=[(1-a)A +aB']"
Anasiisdsudmuiy f(x) = x/(a+(1-o)x) uazmisasfmunude o, (23]
o ANURAYISVIAGINAINUINIA (weighted geometric means) emin a € (0,1) A
Tng
A#aB =A1/2 (A—1/2 BA—l/Q)Ot A1/2

! = o

Ammdsififleddudmumuiu f(x) = x* nazmiseimunude

att e (1-0)

iito m 1unzesiaeiun (Lebesgue measure) wu [0, 1] (qton 1381983 [23])
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fModnn 4 Andyl dsulavadingnmal (quasi-arithmetic power means)
Wiuudaz p € [-1,1] uag o € [0,1] Mgy

fraW=[1-a+a1,  xeR"

'
)

Wuilddumafengadiauiiumssu R™ 0 eaadesiuienls £, , (1) = 1 Mufiindieow £, , lag
I$mzaviiled) Mansudenarnduiladsudunuvesandsnisonnauader Jeuiavadingniiad
de o o g A

nimaaiiu p wazimin o siowlay

A#, o B =1(1-0)A"+aB 1"

AuRauUN NUAN A#, , B=B#,, , A uog
(A #,s B) #p,a(A #p1 B)=A #5 (1-c)s+ca B
w3y p ¢ [-1,1] wldh #,, Wilddundeaauniiond 1 “wmiunn « e [0,1] sgulsham

Tunsdifl p = 2 waz a=1/2 msaniiumsnIimadananidnduly wiianssuviedl~n "1
51AMad 99iRA8 (root mean square)

L | d' 1 d‘ a =R . .
MOYNN 5 A1RaasnINN (the logarithmic mean)
ANNAYADNTINVDIRIN UM TITILINT NN Y
A O_B =A1/2 f(A—I/Z BA—I/Q)AI/Z
e flx) = (x-1)/log x Wandu £ dsnarnfuiledsudiunuvesanndeil e A,B >0 lngf AB= BA
uay A = B 3zl
AoB=(A-B)(log A-log B)"

J o/ ' = dyd ¥ a
IFDINIUNUYDIADAYUAD (QLON 159N [23])

du(t) = ! dm(z)

1(1-1)[7* +1og*(t/ (1-1))]

] 14
a A

1 = o o a A o o/ = d‘ 1 4
MIRNAYUNANN mmﬂu 1WMIAINITUIAN WMTUMIANEITIMINYINANNITOU [21]

A28 6 @:ﬁumﬂﬁ 1RA8aaN 3NN (the dual of logarithmic mean)
U U d’ AL A 1 d' d'a
@?]@\7@7lﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂ7§'1’lﬂﬂﬂf’nlﬂaﬂ‘ﬂuﬂ']lﬂﬂﬂ
An B _ Al g(A‘l/QBA'l/Q)AUZ

o g(x) = xlog x/(x-1) Wedtu g asnarfuiladuiiunuvesaindeil e A, B > 0 lagh

AB=BA uag A= B 32l
An B = AB(A-B) ' (logA-logB)
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Jd v U d‘ dyd d o!l =
IHIBDINIUNUINANRYUADINIBDILADIUA [23] UUAD

AnB= [ (A, B) dr
[0.1]
M19819N 7 AnaYLge5u (Heron means)

v
o

Auadgigasuninwindy o e [0,1] Hewlae
(A,B) > (1-a)(A#B)+a(AVB)
TuAeaadggasuiduaaisavadina1nhninsgniInaadgIsIAdafuA IR Y IavANIN
1 d' LY 1 =\ f U I~{
AmmagigasusananlafsudI iy
a
f) =(1-a)x"2+ 5 (1+x)

= d o/ I
uagiraimunuiiiu
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