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Socio-Cultural Perspective of Teaching and Learning
Science: A Case Study of Teaching Theory of Evolution

in Buddhist, Christian, and Islamic Society

Pongprapan Pongsophon™

ABSTRACT

In this article, the readers will learn socio-cultural perspective of teaching and
learning science through lens of evolution education. The author discusses the importance of
evolution and why it has become a global issue in science education worldwide. The diversity
and the relationship amongst different systems of belief regarding creationism and evolution are
illuminated. Teaching evolution reflects the complexity, sensitivity, and fragility of science and
religion relationship in the history of science. The situation of teaching evolution in three
different contexts where their religions are at the core is portrayed; Christianity, Islam and
Buddhism. In each context, perception, reaction, its consequence to science curriculum and
instruction, the intrusion and the influence of globalization, competition, adaption, negotiation,
and conflict resolution are investigated. At the end, the author reiterates his point of view,
suggest how to look and deal with the dilemma, and give practical guidelines to achieve

culturally responsive science education for all concerned.

Keywords: theory of evolution, socio-cultural aspect, and teaching science
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“...Although Buddhist contemplative tradition and modern science have evolved
from different historical, intellectual and cultural roots, I believe that at heart they share
significant commonalities, especially in their basic philosophical outlook and methodology.
On the philosophical level, both Buddhism and modern science share a deep suspicion of any
notion of absolutes, whether conceptualized as a transcendent being, as an eternal, unchanging
principle such as soul, or as a fundamental substratum of reality. Both Buddhism and science
prefer to account for the evolution and emergence of the cosmos and life in terms of the complex
interrelations of the natural laws of cause and effect. From the methodological perspective,

both traditions emphasize the role of empiricism” (Dailai Lama, 2005)
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