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The Social Golfer Problem and Latin Squares

Sansanee Termtanasombat”, Tanawat Wichianpaisarn

and Chariya Uiyyasathian

ABSTRACT

The social golfer problem has been considered since 1998. The problem states that
how to group golfers into equally members per group and play golf for many rounds such that
any two golfers will meet in the same group at most once, what is the maximum number of
rounds can it be arranged? It is equivalent to Kirkman triple system, if each group has three
members. In this article, we study a special case, the number of members per group equals to the
number of groups. We present how to arrange golfers in this special case by using a Latin square
and conclude that if the number of members per group is a prime power, then this problem can

be solved.

Keywords: social golfer problem, latin square
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