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A Survey of Aquatic Animal Diversity
in Watthana Nakhon District, Sa Kaeo Province

for Educational Ecotourism

Supaporn Suksileung', Rakchanok Koto®", Chwit Attasat’,

Apiradee Suantan', Singha Wongroj® and Arin Ngamniyom'

ABSTRACT

Watthana Nakhon is a district in the north-central part of Sa Kaeo Province, located
in the eastern part of Thailand. It is partially located in the area of Pang Sida National Park,
which is the upstream water of many canals running through the community. This area harbors
great varieties of natural resources, especially freshwater aquatic fauna. Nowadays, this location
has been developed as a water-based ecotourism attraction but the aquatic animal diversity has
not been explored. Therefore, the purpose of this research aimed to investigate the diversity of
aquatic animals in freshwater areas in Watthana Nakhon District. Specimens were monthly
collected from 4 locations: Phra Prong reservoir, Tha Krabak reservoir, Klong Kluar reservoir
and the college of Bhodivijalaya wetland area from October 2008 to May 2009. In this study, we
found that the dominant group of aquatic fauna was fish, which could be classified into forty
species belonging to nineteen families. In addition, we identified other animal groups in amphib-
ians (2 species), aquatic insects (2 species), crustaceans (5 species) and mollusks (4 species). In
conclusion, the organisms were found in the study area of Watthana Nakhon District composed

3 phyla, 32 families and 53 species. Thus, the Watthana Nakhon District is an important living

'Institute of Ecotourism, Srinakharinwirot University
2Department of Biology, Faculty of Science, Srinakharinwirot University
*Srinakharinwirot University: Prasarnmit Demonstration School (Elementary)

*Corresponding author, e-mail: rakchanok@swu.ac.th
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habitat especially for conserving freshwater creatures. Based on biological diversity data and the
natural beaty landscape, these areas can be developed into the educational ecotourism sites.
Tourists not only will be fascinated with the exquisite scenery but also they will learn a lot about
the diversity of freshwater fauna, including carnivorous or herbivorous species, endemic or

exotic species as well as invasive alien species.

Keywords: Aquatic Animal Diversity, Educational Ecotourism, Watthana Nakhon District
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Phylum Chordata

Systomus orphoides

Barbonemus altus

Barbonemus gonionotus
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MINN 2 (7d)

Osteochilus waandersi

Yasuhikotakia modesta
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Pseudomystus siamensis

Hemibagrus filamentus

Amblyceps sp.

Acanthopsoides sp.

Kryptopterus cheveyi

Trichopsis vittatus

Ompok krattensis

Trichogaster microlepis

Anabas testudineus

Monopterus albus

Mastacembelus favus
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MINN 2 (7d)

Channa striata

Channa lucius Channa micropeltes Oxyeleotris marmoratus

7

Synaptera panoides Monotrete fangi Xenentodon canciloides

Phylum Arthropoda

Alitrotuf sp. (mayfly) Gerris sp.

Gerris sp. Somanniathelphusa sp. Cherax quadricarinatus
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MINN 2 (7d)

Macrobrachium rosenbergii Macrobrachium lanchesteri

Phylum Mollusca

Pomacea canaliculata Clea helena (Anentome helena) Filopaludina martensi

Pilsbryoconcha exilis
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