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ABSTRACT

In this work, we proposed the realistic micromagnetic model used to study the
exchange bias phenomenon in magnetic bilayer system such as CoFe coupled with IrMn for read
head sensor in hard disk drive. CoFe and IrMn are ferromagnetic and antiferromagnetic materials,
respectively, which have the different magnetic properties. We proposed the realistic micromagnetic
model which can describe the magnetic behavior for both materials for the study of exchange
bias phenomena. For ferromagnetic material, the dynamics of the magnetization was explained
by Landau-Lifshitz-Gilbert (LLG) equation, meanwhile the kinetic Monte Carlo method was
used for antiferromagnetic material. Moreover, this model has been modified to control the
parameters of the system such as system size, grain diameter, grain size distribution and grain
cutting at the edges of the structures. The micromagnetic model was used to investigate the
exchange bias field (H,,) due to the effects of exchange interlayer field (H im) and grain diameter.
The results showed good agreement with the theoretical and experiment works. In addition, the
effect of grain cutting in small scale system was considered. We found that the H,, for system
including etching effect reduced by 20 percent of no etch effect structure because the volume of

the cutting area was comparable with the total area.

Keywords: Exchange bias phenomenon, Landau-Lifshitz-Gilbert equation, Kinetic Monte Carlo
method
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