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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to survey local knowledge in using medicinal plants for treating
cancer disease according to the ten folk healers in Yala province. The study was carried out
during January-December 2018. Information was obtained by semi-structured interviews with 10
key informants to gather the data of definition of cancer, causes of disease, species of plant, plant
part used, preparation and use method according to folk wisdom. From the study, most folk
healers believed that cancer is caused by imbalance of four basic elements resulting in abnor-
malities in the body by demonstrating tumors. The characteristics of cancer were inflammation
(kan aksep) and hematologic and lymphatic disorders. Thirty-seven herbal species belonging to
24 families were used to treat cancer. The most used plant family was Zingiberaceae (5 species).
Decoction was preferred method of drug preparation. Drinking was preferred method of drug
application. The most popular medicinal plants for cancer disease were Curcuma longa
(28.57%) and Tinospora crispa (28.57%); which they had already been tested for their
cytotoxic activities. The information gained would be the importance basis for further drug

development in cancer treatment.
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Anti-tumor and apoptotic
activity [16]
Anti-mutagenic and
carcinogenic activity
Anti-proliferative activity
[17]
Cytotoxicity to cancer cells
[18]
Anti-tumor activity [19]

Anti-proliferative and
apoptotic activity [20-21]

Apoptotic activity [22]

Cytotoxicity to cancer cells
[23]

Anti-proliferative activity
[24]
Anti-cholangiocarcinoma
activity [25]

Cytotoxicity to cancer cells
[26]

Cytotoxicity to cancer cells
[27]

Cytotoxicity to cancer cells
[28]

Apoptotic activity [29]

Cytotoxic and anti-tumor
activities [30]
Anti-proliferative activity
[31]

Cytotoxicity to cancer cells
[332]

Cytotoxicity to cancer cells
[33-34]
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Anti-proliferative activity
[35]

Anti-estrogenic activity
[36-37]

Cytotoxicity to cancer cells
Immunomodulatory activity

[38-39]

Cytotoxicity to cancer cells
[40]
Anti-proliferative activity
[41]
Immunomodulatory activity
[42]
Cytotoxicity to cancer cells
[43]
Anti-proliferative activity
[44]
Cytotoxicity to cancer cells
[45]
Cytotoxicity to cancer cells

[46]
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